Outcomes of orthotopic liver transplantation in Chile.
Our liver transplant program was started in 1993 in a private clinic and a public hospital. Thereafter, a rapid increase in adults and pediatric candidates for this therapeutic option lead to this analysis of results in 165 orthotopic liver transplants (OLT) in 143 patients between November 1993 and December 2002. Seventy-four OLT were performed in 66 adult patients and 91 in the pediatric group. Liver grafts came from cadaveric donors in 145 cases (74 adults and 71 children). The technique of living-related donor was utilized in 20 pediatric cases. Main indications for OLT in the adult group were HCV cirrhosis, primary biliary cirrhosis; biliary atresia and acute liver failure were the indications in pediatric patients. Retransplantation was needed for 23 patients, including 9 adults and 14 children. The most frequent causes of death were sepsis, graft primary nonfunction, and vascular complications. Actuarial survivals at 1 and 5 years were 80.7% and 72.6% for the adult group and 82% and 74.8% for the pediatric group, respectively. Our results are comparable to those published by large, experienced, international centers, with much better financial support.